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When alumni and friends were invited to model one of Furman’s core values — 
service — in honor of Rod Smolla’s 
inauguration, they responded October 
16 by taking part in a variety of projects 
and activities.
In Nashville, Tenn., Furman folks 
contributed to Salvation Army efforts, 
while the Charlotte, N.C., crowd 
worked with a crisis ministry program. 
In Philadelphia Furman was well 
represented in the Nephrotic Syndrome 
charity walk, while in Washington, 
D.C., alumni and friends helped with a walk for the homeless. Greenville 
Paladins volunteered with the American Diabetes Association charity 
run, and the Jacksonville group was involved with a program for the 
physically challenged.
Habitat for Humanity in Columbus, Ga., was also a bene#ciary of 
the Day of Service. Cindy Black Sparks ’80, a member of the Alumni 
Association board, #led this report on the Columbus group’s experience:
Alumni old and young, current students, parents, and other friends 
of Furman joined forces in Columbus for the Day of Service in honor of 
President Smolla. Wearing our Furman caps and commemorative bandanas, 
20 of us enjoyed catching up with old friends and meeting new ones.
We did our share of work, too, raising the exterior walls of a house 
being built for an excited new homeowner. As we worked, we shared 
Furman stories, talking about which couples had become engaged during 
their Furman years, who knew whom in school, and which dorms everyone 
lived (or lives) in. We also got the lowdown on the latest fraternity and 
sorority escapades.
George Flowers ’13 joined us while 
home from Furman on fall break. He 
offered some astute observations about 
the meaning of our efforts.
He wrote, “The Habitat build 
displayed a characteristic that is 
embedded in the foundation of 
the Furman community. Creating 
something together without seeking 
reward is a value we all share. Whether 
we learn it in our time at Furman 
(in or out of the classroom) or come 
with prior understanding, each of us 
can re!ect on some time during our 
Furman careers where we were asked or required to fully engage in a task 
larger than ourselves without expecting anything in return.
“I came to celebrate, build and share that bond with alumni, parents 
and students. I hope that I will be able to some day grasp a small amount 
of the sel!essness I found in talking to Furman alumni during this project.”
Katie Martin Krieg ’04 provided an additional perspective: “I am so 
proud to be an alumna of a university that strongly encourages service. 
It was great to work with Furman friends to help make our local community 
a little better.”
There is, indeed, something about the Furman Family that draws 
people together. Even if it’s just passing a car with a Furman decal or 
seeing someone in a purple T-shirt, we immediately feel a connection.
At our Day of Service, we made new friends, renewed old acquain-
tances, created special memories, and pitched in to support a great 
cause. It was a pleasure to celebrate President Smolla’s inauguration by 
demonstrating Furman’s never-ending traditions of service, support and 
community outreach.  |F|
rights attached to the Nobel Prize, but for the 
underlying betterment of humankind, the scienti#c 
discovery, the literary masterpiece, or the promotion 
of peace for which the prize was awarded. So, too, at 
Furman we would take deep pride in another national 
championship in any of our intercollegiate sports — 
not for the banner we hang in the arena or the trophy 
we place in the trophy case, but for the sacri#ce, 
discipline, striving and character that the banner 
or trophy represents.  
To our students I thus say: For Furman to really 
matter to you, its meaning must extend beyond what 
appears on your transcript, beyond the recitation of a major, a degree or a 
grade point average. For Furman to really matter to you, it must touch both 
your mind and your spirit, shape both your intellect and your character.
This effort must be a partnership. Furman cannot implore you to be 
engaged in mind and spirit if Furman is not engaged in mind and spirit. 
We cannot implore you, our students, to refrain from thinking of your 
education as a compilation of numbers — as the acquisition of credentials 
— unless we refrain from de#ning you as numbers or credentials.  
This must begin even before our students arrive. It must begin with 
the values we profess and the messages we send when inviting students to 
apply to this university. It must continue through the processes we employ 
and the decisions we make in deciding whom to admit to this university. 
It must extend to all the classes we engage and the experiences we embrace 
once students are enrolled at this university.  
We cannot plausibly claim that we educate both the mind and the 
spirit, that we graduate students with an academic degree and a degree 
in character, unless we intentionally seek out students who yearn for 
engagement in both. We cannot ask our students, once they have joined 
us, to think of themselves as more than numbers unless we #rst think of 
applicants as more than numbers when we invite them to join us.
And if, as a university, we are serious about attracting a more diverse student body — a student body enriched by peoples of all cultures     and by members of all the great religions of the world, a student 
body that transcends lines of nationality, race, religion, ethnicity, sex, 
disability, politics and poverty, a student body representative of all parts 
of our country and all countries of the world, a student body truly engaged 
in mind and spirit — then we must ful#ll the promise of that diversity and 
that engagement once our students arrive.
Diversity is a shallow and hollow achievement if those who comprise 
the community do not genuinely engage, interact and experience one 
another once here. Diversity becomes for the university itself a mere cre-
dential, a mere statistic, if as a university community we do not encourage 
our students, our faculty, our staff and our alumni to 
cross divides of generations and geography, of faith and 
politics, and to listen to one another with authentically 
open minds and hearts.
Let us be a community that moves beyond mere 
grudging tolerance or forced politeness into the realm 
of generous and genuine respect. As the great and 
soulful Aretha Franklin spelled it out: “R-E-S-P-E-C-T, 
#nd out what it means to me!”  
Respect is at the heart of the liberal arts tradition. 
Respect is at the heart of American democracy. For all 
our differences and divisions, what we in America may 
most proudly and with unalloyed unity proclaim is our collective passion 
for democracy, for equality, for freedom of speech, for freedom of religion, 
for respect for human dignity. 
Let all of us in higher education be keepers of that !ame. As we 
participate in the global marketplace — in the global community — 
let us be a beacon of civility, compassion and respect.  
Let that respect come from our deepest beliefs in the essential dignity 
and the essential worth of every human being.
And lastly, let us not forget the joy.
Let us take joy in one another, and remember to count each day the 
blessings of liberty, the beauty of this lovely campus, the memories of our 
bright college years, the gift of our families and our friendships.
As you, our students, become our future, as you grow in mind and 
spirit to assume positions of leadership and service, may you never surrender 
the joy, the sweet innocence of childhood, the delight that you and your 
parents and teachers felt as you #rst experienced the magic of discovery, 
from the electric charge of the lightning bolt to the enchanting charm 
of the lightning bug.
May all who have been touched by the Furman experience, from those 
Furman graduates now in their 90s to those future Furman graduates born 
in the ’90s, be emboldened by the words of two Dylans. By the poetry of 
Dylan Thomas, who urged that we not go gentle into that good night, and 
of the songwriter Bob Dylan, who expressed in song what I express for you 
as my closing prayer:
May God Bless and Keep You Always
May your wishes all come true
May you always do for others
And let others do for you
May you build a ladder to the stars
And climb on every rung
May you stay
Forever young.  |F|
A Furman-style Day of Service 
Up  and  down  the  eastern  half  of  the  nation,  from  Philadelphia  
to  Jacksonville  and  points  in  between,  alumni  and  friends  turned  out
  for  a  Day  of  Service  to  kick  off  the  university’s  Inauguration  Week.
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